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Bay Area Urban Debate League
Silent Debates Guide, December 2008

Silent debates are a great way for debaters to strengthen the ties between the arguments they speak and the words they write.  

Silent debates: The Whys and Hows
On the pages below are five fully functioning silent debate starter kits.  The silent debate is incredibly valuable because it 1) gets debaters writing and organizing their thoughts; 2) helps them to directly refute their opponents' arguments; 3) is great practice for flowing; and 4) forces debaters to think through how speeches fit together to win debates. Here's how it works: 

· Have debaters get into a circle, or several circles if the room is too small.  Pass out a silent debate sheet to each member of the team; you can have up to three topics (types of sheet) in play at the same time.  

· The student who first receives the sheet has 2 minutes (time this carefully and build excitement around the deadline) to write down as many reasons against the resolution as they can, taking care to specifically answer each underlined heading.  

· They then pass the paper to the next person, who has two minutes to answer all the arguments they see, and then possibly add new ones.  This next person passes it on to the final arguer, who answers all affirmative arguments from the negative perspective.  

· There is one final pass; each debater now has a completed sheet, and has to decide who won and why.  Go around in a circle and have each debater report back on their sheet and the reasons behind their decision for one team or the other. 

As you can tell, this activity works best when at least four people in attendance; it also works well with larger groups.

Resolved:  The United States government should legalize all drugs.
	1A
	1N
	2A
	2N

	Prison Overcrowding (Harm)

· Too many people go to jail for drugs, which costs money.
· Jails are overcrowded right now, and it costs even more money to build more jails.

· Legalizing drugs will save $
· It will also will free up space for more dangerous criminals so they don’t get out early.

Taxes (Adv)

· We are in a recession, so the government has less money.

· Legalizing drugs means we could tax & regulate them: more $!
· The government could afford to more programs to help the poor.

Reduced drug use (adv):

· Government taxes will make drugs more expensive.

· Higher prices will make it so many people can’t afford drugs.

· Government can use extra tax $ to provide treatment for addicts.

	
	
	


Resolved:  Schools should ban all junk food, candies, sodas, and high-fat lunch items.
	1A
	1N
	2A
	2N

	Student health (harm):

· Youth obesity is high & growing.

· Schools contribute to the problem by lacking healthy food options.

· Kids get in the habit of eating unhealthy food as kids and keep those habits later.

Adult health (harm):

· People learn their eating habits when they are young.

· If we get kids to eat healthy, they will keep eating healthy as adults.

· Impact:  there will be fewer adult health problems.
· This will save tax $ on medical benefits spent on people who get sick because of poor nutrition.
Lunch Quality (adv):

· It is cheaper to provide junk food than nutritious food.

· If we take away junk food options, schools will lose money they make on selling junk food.

· Schools will have to improve lunches or lose more money.

· Students will get high-quality lunches.

	
	
	


Resolved:  The US government should require all cars on the road to be hybrids by 2015.
	1A
	1N
	2A
	2N

	Global Warming (harm)

· Global warming is caused by CO2, largely from cars.
· Global warming will kill many species and flood cities.

· Hybrid cars give off less CO2.

· Plan will help stop global warming and lives will be saved.

National Security (adv):

· We are dependent on foreign oil to fuel our cars.

· Many of the countries that produce oil are not friendly to the USA, and house terrorists.

· Depending on them for oil weakens our ability to go after terrorists in those countries.

· We need to fight terrorists to prevent attacks.

Jobs (adv):

· Forcing old cars off the road means new cars will have to be built to replace them.

· Making hybrids affordable will also require new technology.
· The big auto makers in America employ hundreds of thousands of people but are in trouble.
· Impact:  plan will save existing jobs and create new ones.


	
	
	


Resolved:  Students should not be allowed to have cell phones in school.
	1A
	1N
	2A
	2N

	Inherency:

· Current rules about having phones turned off don’t work - it is impossible to enforce.

· Teachers don’t want to take them because they don’t want parents getting mad. 

Distractions (harm):

· Students are constantly texting and taking calls in school.

· This distracts them from their class and distracts classes when a ringer goes off.

Less Phone Envy (Adv):

· Peer pressure pushes kids to try to have the nicest phones.

· Nice phones cost money that some families can’t afford.
· Phone envy can cause theft.
· Impact:  Plan will prevent theft and save families money.


	
	
	


Resolved:  Violent or obscene music like gansta rap should be outlawed completely.
	1A
	1N
	2A
	2N

	Youth Violence (harm):

· Gangsta rap promotes a lifestyle in which violence is seen as cool

· Young people are easily influenced to do things that will make them look cool.

· Plan will reduce violence from young kids trying to copy their gansta rap heroes.

Sexism (harm):

· Gangsta rap lyrics are very derogatory toward women.

· People copy that style because they think it’s cool and treat women disrespectfully.

· This helps to keep women from being treated as equal to men.

Stereotyping (adv):

· Gansta rap is the only contact that suburban people might ever have with inner-city culture.
· Gansta rap reinforces negative stereotypes about inner-city neighborhoods, like violence, promiscuousness, and drug use.
· Impact: Eliminating this music will help to eliminate negative stereotypes of people who come from inner-city neighborhoods.
	
	
	


